Chatuchak Market
A busy bustling maze where you'll shop until your feet are sore - and you still won't have covered half of it! Everything from pets, plants, food and ceramics to jeans and pencil cases. Be warned, this is a huge market where goods are organised in sections and it takes days to cover everything.  

If you don't have time to visit the north of Thailand, there are a couple of sections with northern handicrafts, antiques, ceramics and silver jewellry. Free maps of the market used to handed out at Mochit station, but now seem to be in short supply. 

Nancy Chandlers Market of "Central Bangkok" map includes a detailed map of Chatuchak and will save you hours trying to find your way around. Stop for frequent drinks - lots required, along with lots of stamina!  If you enjoy bargaining you'll be in absolute heaven. 

Open:  08:00-18:00 Weekends only. 
Nearest Skytrain: Mochit

Suan Lum

If you're looking for something unusual for a birthday gift, or something decorative, this is the place. Lots of creative gifts, a few clothes and trendy bits for the home. 

Suan Lum is not your traditional Bangkok market and although largely geared towards the tourist market is still an interesting evening market to stroll around. Modern, less claustrophobic (and not as sticky) as most markets, with a few nice places to eat, drink and watch the world go by. A good place both to shop and hang out. Check out the Joe Louis Puppet Theatre, close by. Performances (7:30-9:00) still leave time for shopping afterwards.

Sampeng Lane

Running from Pahurat market through the heart of Chinatown is Sampeng Lane, a narrow walkway lined with market stalls and tiny local shops jostling for room. 

Sampeng seems to go on for miles with each section specialising in certain goods. Walk through braids and beads to costume jewellry, to cutlery, fabrics (some sold only by the roll) party favours, monks supplies, Chinese lanterns...it's exhausting. Forget buying one or two items. Although not strictly wholesale many of the items are bought in dozens or by the roll. 

Inside the maze of lanes and alleys within Chinatown is Nakhon Kasem, formerly the "Thieves Market" An eclectic range of items from auto parts (yes you'll find that Mercedes piston ring you've searched years for) a few antiques, coffee grinders, ice cream makers and a selection of Chinese gongs awaits. 

Both markets are usually very crowded, busy and bathed in the aroma of strange smells but that's half the fun.  Pace yourself!

Pratunam Market

Great bargains in young ready-to-wear fashion, jewelry and leather goods. Hot and colourful - one of Bangkok's old established markets is packed with stalls and vendors who spill out on to the main street. Great for teens.

Pratunam Market - Open 08:00-21:00 daily Corner of Phetchburi Rd and Ratchaprarop.

Pak Klong Talaat
A pefect market for insomniacs, it's best visited at 3am in the morning. Pak Klong Talaat is one of Bangkok's major flower markets. Orchids, rare exotics, lotus, different kinds of gingers and even several incredibly coloured crysanthemums -  all well below the price you will find later on at other markets. A lot of those flowers find their way into those gorgeous bouquets found in hotel lobbies. This is one market you do need to be there early.

Located Pak Klong - near Paruhat next to the river by Memorial Bridge. 
Open 3am until the flowers run out.

Pratunam
Overview
One of Bangkok's most colourful areas, well known for its street markets, bazaar and local vendors. Pratunam and the small Nai Lert markets offer bargain prices for T shirts, jeans, fashion clothing, shoes, calculators, watches, jewellry and all sorts of souvenirs. You'll need to look for the entrances to the inside of the market, hidden between stalls and shops. Cluttered, noisy and hot, but packed with great deals if you have the stamina. 

	


Pantip Plaza on Petchburi Road is Bangkok's formost computer shopping mall. If it's electronic or digital you'll find it here. A large selection of printers, computers, the latest electronic gadgets, and software under one roof. 

Airconditioned shopping can be found just north of Pratunam market on Rajadamri. World Trade Centre, is a huge shopping complex which, apart from hundreds of shops, also contains cinemas, restaurants and even an ice skating rink! 

Getting Around
Although not on the BTS or Skytrain route, there are lots of taxis giving easy access to other areas. It's an area with some good value first class hotels so if you're looking for a central location with good, well priced accommodation, bargain shopping and transport, this is it!

Chinatown

Chinatown is a colourful and busy area, packed with market stalls and probably the greatest concentration of gold shops in the city. The Chinese community, re-located from Rattanakosin in the early 19th century, still continue their own traditions and religious practices and the area is quite unlike the rest of the city. In addition to the markets, you'll find Chinese temples, Taoist places of learning and traditional Chinese medicine shops selling all sorts of fascinating remedies. The small alleys and streets between Yaowarat Road and the river, are crammed with market stalls and small shops jostling to sell just about everything imaginable.  Thousands of hair ornaments, tea sets, hardware, food, fabric shops, strange vegetables imported from mainland China and Chinese funeral items. You don't buy one or two items - buy a dozen or two!  Although there are some souvenirs on sale, there isn't much for the average visitor to buy, but it is, an interesting experience. Sampeng Lane (also known as Soi Wanit), running parallel south of Yaowarat and the narrow lanes directly off it, are a riot of colour and noise.  It's often crowded, hot and exhausting, but certainly offers a different perspective on the city. For a comprehensive guide to the Chinatown markets, take a look at Nancy Chandler's Bangkok Markets map, available at most local bookshops. Chinatown is still relatively untouched by the modern development which has overtaken much of Bangkok. Few people speak English and accommodation is limited apart from some of the older more established local hotels.  Following the river heading north, Chinatown gives way to the wafting aromas of curries and the exotic spices of Pahurat.  A small but significant Indian community is located around the famous Pahurat cloth market on the edge of Chinatown, close to Sampeng market.  Wholesale silk, cotton and all kinds of fabrics are traded with tough bargaining skills.  Its also a good place to head for if you're desperate for some authentic Indian food. The markets are generally open throughout the day until around 6pm.

A step into another world. Busy, bustling and hot! Tiny alleys, crammed with a huge assortment of goods, crowded with porters manoeuvering wooden carts around customers. 

Take a walk down Sampeng Lane, the long narrow walkway where you can find literally anything from hair slides (hundreds to choose from) to hot chestnuts. Buy by the dozen! 

Yaowarat, the main road, has lots of fascinating Chinese pharmacists with containers full of strange looking herbal remedies and probably the highest concentration of goldshops in Thailand. You could spend days here...

Open early until late Start at Yaowarat Rd and work through
Siam 
Overview
Think shopping, think Siam, especially for upbeat clothes. Shop til' you drop in the small streets (sois) or in huge shopping malls providing floors of shops in air-conditioned comfort. When you're dazed with shopping, eat, drink, take a break at the cinema, go bowling, sing in a modern karaoke or chill out at Starbucks.  It's all here.

Shopping
Take the BTS, often referred to as the Skytrain (the very efficient, new overhead rail system) to Siam station. You'll find several large air-conditioned shopping centres linked together like the Siam Centre and Siam Discovery Centre (clothes, shoes, western brands, restaurants.)  

MBK (Mah Boon Krong) close by, offers 7 floors of boutiques and small shops selling just about everything (local and western designer names, fashion boutiques and fast food) at very reasonable prices. You can access directly from National Stadium Skytrain station via a walkway. Very busy at the weekends

Siam Square - located opposite Siam Discovery, is really a cluster of small inter-connecting streets filled with tiny boutiques selling young funky clothes, knick knacks and accessories. Catering largely to the nearby student community at the prestigious Chulalongkorn University, it's a cool place to hang out for Bangkok's teens and twenties and has a unique "city village" atmosphere. Lots of small local restaurants, cafes (some overlook the street from the first floor, providing a great spot for people watching) bars, and outside beer gardens. Nearest Skytrain: Siam
Eating 
These large modern malls are also great places to eat and drink, from fast food chains like Ao Bon Pain and the ubiquitous Starbucks, to Chinese, Japanese Ramen noodles and local Thai. Food courts are generally located on the upper floors, although you'll find places to eat on all floors. Both the shopping centres and the surrounding area offer a huge variety of places from theme restaurants to cosy bars and cafes. (See dining Out) 

Entertainment 

	


Multiplex cinemas, bowling and Karaoke booths with English, Japanese and Thai songs, along with computer games provide a welcome diversion to non-stop shopping.  Located inside MBK, Siam Discovery Centre and Siam Centre.  

Accommodation
Siam is a perfect place to stay if a central location and, shops on your doorstep. The BTS (Skytrain) has a central interchange station at Siam providing easy and quick access to all parts of the city, including the river. A great city location. 

Nearest Skytrain stations: 
Siam and National Stadium Skytrain stations - which both have walkways from the stations to the main shopping malls.

A great area with condensed shopping, eating and entertainment. Several large air-conditioned shopping malls, complimented by a network of small shopping streets close by with lots of tiny boutiques selling one of a kind teen clothing, shoes, etc., around Siam Square.  If you're tired of shopping the area offers lots of restaurants and cafes to take a break.

Siam Center, which along with Siam Discovery now forms a huge shopping complex where one mall merges into the next, and is a favourite hang-out of teens and twenty-somethings. Good local fashion designers and brand name labels plus European established names and even that British favourite, Marks and Spencer. Huge cinema complex located on the top floor

Where to Buy
Where to start? Head for areas with a local reputation for good shopping and, or bargains. Chinatown, around Sampeng Lane; Pahurat cloth market; Pratunam Market for ready-to-wear clothing; Suan Lum Night Bazaar for gift items; Sukhumvit Road for antiques and handicraft shops. Siam - shopping malls and funky clothes and the huge weekend market at Chatuchak on the outskirts of town.

Sukhumvit
One of Bangkok's best known shopping areas, Sukhumvit Road stretches from east to west across the city. Completion of the BTS elevated rail system (Skytrain) along several miles of Sukhumvit has ensured easy access to hotels, shopping malls and shops in the adjoining streets.

While the larger shopping centres are clustered around Siam and Chitlom, Sukhumvit still has lots of small individual shops specialising in antiques, rattan furniture and home furnishings complemented by one or two fairly new shopping malls. 

The Emporium, (Soi 24) an upmarket shopping centre, offers food courts, bookshops, a department store and beauty salons, as well as comfortable shopping in air-conditioned comfort. Plenty of space, and a cinema, cafes, restaurants and great food courts for when you get bored.

Regular sales (discounts between 15 - 80 %) occur from time to time (usually co-inciding with Thai festivals) on brand name clothing and furniture. A tourist card (which you can apply for at the store) gives 5% - 10% discount off regular priced items in various shops.

Location: Sukhumvit Soi 24/26, 
BTS Skytrain:  Phrom Phong
Open: 09:00-21:00

If you prefer markets, street vendors selling mostly souvenirs and handicrafts from all over Thailand set up along the road close to the main hotels during the evening.

Ploenchit
Head here for upmarket, trendy and expensive. Bangkok's answer to London's Knightsbridge. The brand new Paragon Shopping Centre (coming soon) is the latest in a series of ever brand conscious areas where both international and designers rule supreme. Air-conditioned comfort, smooth surroundings and luxury goods from all over the world. Gaysorn Plaza, Amarin Plaza and Peninsula Plaza are among Bangkok's most prominent shopping plazas. The slightly less illustrious but excellent Central Chitlom Department Store is close by. 

The Peninsula Plaza This elegant building located between the Grand Hyatt Erawan and The Regent Hotel Bangkok, has imported brand name labels, jewelley shops, top local fashion designers and gourmet shops.

Open: 0:00-21:00 daily Location: 153 Ratchadamri Road, 253-9672-3. 

Gaysorn Plaza Upmarket white marble and gleaming chrome with all the high class status labels sold here. You can access via a walkway from Siam Skytrain station. Rarefied shopping. Open 10:00-21:00 daily 

Amarin Plaza & Sogo Department Store Head here for your fast food fix at Mcdonald's (the first one in Thailand) Pizza Hut and . Starbucks.  Sogo Department Store catering largely to the Japanese market is also located here

Open 10:00-21:00 daily Location: 494 Ploenchit

Siam Square

Across from Siam Discovery Centre is an outdoor area packed with small boutiques, cafes, jewellry and shoe shops.  Absolute heaven for teens and twenty-somethings and often frequented by students from nearby Chulalongkorn University. Selection of goods more interesting (and cheaper) than the mainstream shopping centres. 

Open 10:00-22:00 daily Location: Opposite Siam Discovery & Siam Center Skytrain: Siam  

Khao San Road

Following the success of the Hollywood film "The Beach" Khao San road is beginning to aquire cult status. A "must go" on the backpackers and Gap student's itinerary. 

As a result of catering to travellers needs, stalls have arrived with fisherman pants, t shirts, ethnic clothing and items catering to long holidays spent mostly hanging out on beaches. So if you're on route to the beach and want some nice gear at a good price, try Khao San. You'll also find some trendy cafes, bars and good places to eat. 

River City Complex

As the name suggests, River City shopping mall, located on the banks of the Chao Phraya contains Bangkok's greatest concentration of upmarket antique galleries and some of the most expensive in the city. High quality Thai goods as well as art and antiques from over Southeast Asia. Four floors of silk goods, gifts, jewellry, carpets, ceramics, art and antiques, porcelain, silver boxes, carpets, art deco clocks, sculptures and carvings. Simply the best.

Shopping Tips

Plan your shopping around a particular area it's easier and you will avoid the traffic. (See Shopping Guide) Many shopping centres are located right next to each other, so you can spend hours in one before even venturing into another. If you're on a mission for particular item, it's likely that you'll find it in a specific area of the city. Bear in mind the traffic, although many of new shopping centres are conveniently located close to the skytrain, which makes everything very easy. 

Most shops open from about 10am until 8 or 9pm in the evening, some are open even later, so you have plenty of time to shop 'til you drop. Small shops, even in large shopping centres, usually close on Sundays, while large department stores are open 7 days a week. 

Markets offer great deals from jeans to souvenirs to great food. If you're shopping in markets, plan your itinerary with a map, especially useful in places like Sampeng Lane in Chinatown. Nancy Chandler's Bangkok Market Map is a useful purchase if you're hitting the markets. Available in most Bangkok bookshops. Hours vary, with some open very early in the morning, and others late at night.  

Bargaining is the norm here and nearly all shops will bargain, except the big department stores. Some of the more tourist oriented shops will display notices informing that their prices are fixed, but even then its possible to bargain. Number one rule - Bargain with a smile,  play it as game and you'll be surprised at the results. Many Thais work long hours, so they appreciate a smile and good humour and you'll get better bargains.

Shop around a little first to assess the general level of prices. After the seller has offered his price, offer less than you would expect to pay (with a smile of course) and gauge the reaction. Don't lose your temper or be unpleasant. Once you've decided on a price, if there are other items you're interested in, try to get a package price to cut the cost for the best bargain you've ever had!!

Crocodile Farm 

 This large farm with over 60,000 fresh and saltwater crocodiles is some 30 kilometers from Bangkok in Samut Prakan Province. Other creatures including trained elephants, gibbons, lions, and snakes are also found here. The exciting crocodile wrestling show is performed every hour. There is also a Dinosaur Museum where various species of life-size dinosaurs and their skeletons are on display. 

The compound is open daily from 7.00 a.m.-6.00 p.m. Admission fee is 300 Baht for adults and 200 Baht for children.

Tel: 703-4891-5, 703-5144-8 

Dream World

Situated at km.7 of Rangsit-Ongkharak Road, houses a European style plaza, miniature land of major world legends, and exciting playing machines. 

It is open daily from 10.00 a.m.-5.00 p.m. On holidays it is open until 7.00 pm. 

Admission fee is 450 Baht per person. 

Tel: 533-1152, 533-1147

Dusit Zoo

 Located beside the Royal Plaza, Bangkok's oldest zoo contains a collection of popular African and Asian mammals and birds in an ornamental garden. 

It is open everyday from 8.00 a.m.-6.00 p.m. Admission fee is 30 Baht for adults and 10 Baht for children.]

Tel: 281-2000, 281-1039 

Samphran Elephant Ground & Zoo 

Just only 1 kilometer before the Rose Garden, this 60-acre farm is another interesting attraction housing many different wild animals and thousands of crocodiles. Fascinating performances such as Crocodile Wrestling, Magic Show, and Elephant Theme Show commence everyday at 12.45 p.m. and 2,20 p.m. with additional shows on holidays at 10.30 a.m. 

This farm is open daily from 8.00 a.m.-5.30 p.m. Admission fee is 300 Baht for adults and 200 Baht for children.

Tel: 284-1873, 284-0273 

Safari World 

Bangkoks greatest open zoo and leisure park is located in Mm Buri, via Km. 9 on Raminthra Road. The 300-acre complex comprises a Safari Park populated by African and Asian mammals, a Marine Park with amusing performances of well-trained dolphins and seals, a Bird Park and a Games Corner. 

It is open daily from 9.00 a.m.-5.00 p.m. Admission fee is 600 Baht for adults and 360 Baht for children.

Tel; 518-1000-19

Snake Farm

35 minutes from Wat Sai Floating Market, is another stop for sightseeing and watching a snake show. 

The farm is open daily from 8.30 a.m.- 5.00 p.m.

