NZ Itinerary 15-26 Sep 2005

Day 1 (Thu, 15 Sep) – Depart from SIN-AKL-CHC @ 8.20pm 

Day 2 (Fri, 16 Sep 05) – CHC Airport- CHC 

CHC http://www.christchurchnz.net. 
Arrive 150pm 
Collect Cars from Europcars
Check-in to hotel 

Visited Christchurch town, Christchurch Cathedral, shopping, snack kebab (NZ $4.50)

Shop for groceries/breakfast at Park & Save Supermkt 

Dinner at Southern City Mall Food Court; Indian Food (NZ $9.20 set meal), portions are huge enough for 2.

Stay overnight @ Kingsgate Autolodge CHC, Papanui Rd.

Day 3 (Sat, 17 Sep 05) – CHC –Lake Tekapo –Mount cook – Lake Tekapu 

Christchurch – Lake Tekapo (226 km/ 2 hrs 50 mins) 
Lake Tekapo – Mount Cook (99 km/ 1 hr 15 mins) 
 
CHC 
Depart 830am 

Geraldine – Short break:
Stop by @ Barry’s Bakery (Cnr Cox&Talbot St) for snacks and coffee. 

Bought jams for Barry’s (NZ $3), wide selection of flavours and cheaper than supermkt.

Reached Lake Takapo around 12 pm

Lake Tekapowww.laketekapountouched.co.nz 
Lake Tekapo via Fairlie (a gateway to the Mackenzie Country) 
Unobstructed views across turquoise water, with hills and snow-capped mountains.

Walk around the lake.

Church of the Good Shepherd (build of stone and oak in 1935)
Pump petrol 


Depart 120pm for Mt Cook.

Mt. Cook 
Arrive 245pm 
Did the Hooker Valley Track (1 ½ hrs return track 2nd bridge or 4 hrs return) to 2 swing bridge. Depart 5.00pm 

Dinner @ Kohan ($33) for Japanse bento meals 
Stay overnight @ Lake Takapo  tailor-made backpackers (NZ $60)
Day 4 (Sun, 18 Sep 05) Lake tekapo – Queenstown 

Lake Tekapo – Cromwell - Queenstown (252km/ 3hrs 25Mins) 


Depart 9am

Stop by Cromwell – Fruit stalls / orchard.

Stop By to watch Kawakurai Bungi Jumping before Queenstown.
Reached Queenstown 1220pm
Shopping around Queenstown buy souveniors etc

Book activities ie jetboating/rafting/canonying

Lunch at Chicos Bar & Grill for fish & Chips and Lamb pie (NZ $15 x 2) not forgetting beer!! Good NZ cuisine and nice fire place.

Dinner – Hot Food section @ supermarket. (Good deal for the specials after 7pm).  Had lamb chops and Marcoroni cheese (NZ $2 x 2).  Bought Groceries for breakfast as well.

Stay overnight @ Kinggate Queenstown


Day 5 (Mon, 19 Sep 05) – Queenstown – Te Anau 

Queenstown – Te Anau (172km 2hrs 25 mins) 

Queenstown

Suppose to do Shotover Jetboating at 930am but was cancelled due to bad weather.
Ride Gondola and did luge ride (NZ$25 per person) very fun esp in the freezing weather and snow. It is beautiful up at the Gondola with great views over the remarkables and lake wakatipu.

Lunch at P&J Fish & Chips (NZ $6.50 x 2)

Pump full petrol ($59)

Depart 1pm Te Anau 

Arrived 3pm

Booked tour for Glowworm Cave.

Dinner at Olive Café – NZ cusine and burgers. Nice food with fireplace too. (NZ$34)
Te Anau Glowworm Caves @6.45pm (choices :2pm or 6.45pm) (NZ$48 pp) Duration: 2hrs 30 mins. (http://www.realjourneys.co.nz/Main/GlowwormCaves/), 
Stay overnight @ Kingsgate Te Anau 


Day 6 (Tue, 20 Sep 05) Te Anau – Milford Sound – Te Anau – Queenstown 

Te Anau – Milford Sound (121 km/ 1 hr 45 mins) 
Te Anau – Queenstown (170 km/ 2 hrs 10 mins) 

Te Anau 
Depart 830am 

Pack sandwiches and snacks.
Pump full petrol before Milford Sound. 

Arrive 10 am at Milford Sound. 
Milford Sound is 8th Nature Wonder of The World. 

Bought Tics at Café near carpark.  Took free shuttle to ferry terminal
Depart for 11am Red Boat Cruise www.redboats.co.nz (NZ$48 pp) Duration: 1 hr 45mins. 


Back at Te Anau 220pm
Quick lunch in the car bought food at supermkt hot food section specials- drumsticks (NZ $2 for 3) 

Bought Manuka Honey from supermkt. (NZ $6per btl)


Depart 330 for Queenstown 
Arrive 515pm 
Dinner @ Winnie’s pizza. Highly recommended- try the seafood very nice! (NZ $14.50 for small pizza)
Stay overnight @ Kingsgate Queenstown

Day 7 (Wed, 21 Sep 05) – Queenstown – Wanaka - Fox Glacier via Haast Pass 

Queenstown – Wanaka (117 km/ 1 hr 25 mins) 
Wanaka – Fox Glacier (262 km/ 3 hrs 17 mins) 

Queenstown 
Depart 9am 

Wanaka via Cromwell 
Puzzling World (2km from Lake Wanaka) www.puzzlingworld.com and its maze (NZ$10 pp). Go figure out the puzzles and Try maze challenge. 

Lunch at Wanaka.  

Fried chicken & Fish & Chips and sit by the lake for lunch. (Fried Fish very fresh & good!!)

Buy pie/pastry from bakery.

Depart 1245pm for Fox Glacier 

Picture Stopped over @:

Thunder Creek Falls

Knights point – look at vast Tasman Sea.

Reached Fox Glacier 430pm

Fox Glacier Valley walk (1hr)
Dinner – self cook. Bought from supermkt 

Stay overnight @ Ivory Towers Fox Glacier(NZ$70) 


Day 8 (Thu, 22 Sep 05) – Fox Glacier – Franz Josef – Hokitika - Greymouth

Fox Glacier – Franz Josef (23 km/ 20 mins) 
Franz Josef – Hokitika (133 km/ 1 hr 55 mins) 

Hokitika – Greymouth (41 km/ 30 mins)
 
Fox Glacier 
Walk around the lake Matheson (1 ½ hr return).


Franz Josef

Sentinel Rock (20min) to have overview of Franz Josef and did the Franz Josef valley walk. (11/2 –2hr)
Lunch in car bought take aways from Cheeky Kea. 


Depart 2pm.
Hokitika. A very quiet town. Wonder city of the Southern Hemisphere  
Stop for Jade factory. Nothing much.

Proceed onto Greymouth.
Drove over to seaside

Shop around at the Warehouse and supermkt to stock up.

Dinner at Railway hotel.(NZ $5) for cheap buffet spread of BBQ sausages and salad.


Stay overnight @ Neptune Int’l Backpackers. Very friendly and helpful host (NZ$50) 

Day 9 (Fri, 23 Sep 05) - Greymouth – Punakaiki – Greymouth 
 
Greymouth – Punakaiki (44km/ 40 mins) 
 
Depart 12pm 

Stopover at Onyer Bikes to book rides. State Highway 6, 5 minutes north of Greymouth on the way to Punakaiki. 
Punakaiki  -Pancake rocks, Blowholes; check tide times before going. 

Lunch at Wilde Café punakaiki. (NZ $22)

Greymouth 
Onyerbike- motorbikes/go-cart (NZ$114 pp for 2hrs with refreshment) 

Tiring but challenging and fun controlling the bikes.  Not for faint hearted as u go thru mud puddles and rocky terrain upslope and steep downhill.

Dinner self cook.

Stay overnight @ Greymouth Kingsgate.  
 
Day 10 (Sat, 24 Sep 05) – Greymouth – Buller Gorge - SH7 Lewis Pass – Hanmer Springs 
Greymouth – Buller Gorge 167km / 2hr 10min
Buller Gorge - Hanmer Springs 157km / 2hrs


Depart 9am

Packed sandwiches for lunch.

Buller Gorge went across NZ longest swing bridge, bush walk.  Did tandem swing across the gorge (NZ $25 pp includes entry)
Stopover at Springs junction for lunch and kopi.

Hanmer Springs – very mountain resort style.

Relaxed in the Hot –thermal pool & Spa (NZ $10) 10am-9pm

Go horse riding, Rent bicycles etc

Booked Jetboat with Wild Canyon (NZ $89pp)

Dinner at the Saints pasta & pizza (NZ $50)

Overnight @ Hanmer Springs Kakapo lodge  (NZ $50)

Day 11 (Sun, 25 Sep 05) – Hanmer Springs - CHC

Hanmer Springs - CHC  135km / 1hrs 30mins 


Hanmer Springs

11 am jetboating


Depart CHC 12pm
Arrive 130pm
Visit Arts Centre Weekend Mkt opened till 5pm. – this is a must if u’r there over the weekend!

Bought chocs from the fudge cottage.

Food bazzar selling all sorts of Asian / European fares.  Had Czech Food (NZ $6.50)

Visited Northland Shopping mall (downtown).  Lots of shops/supermkts.

Bought Kiwi Chocs from Supermkt – cheapest (NZ $1.85)

Dinner hot food section fr supermkt.
Stay overnight @ Kingagate CHC
 

Day 12 (Mon, 26 Sep 05) – CHC – AKL – SIN 


Christchurch 
Return the car at CHC airport.
Depart 745 am (CHC) / 1130am (AKL)

Singapore HSH
Arrive 1840pm
